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Agenda

▪ Data stories

▪ Authentic sources

▪ Other activities

▪ What we want from you

▪ Questions ?



Data.gov.be



Data.gov.be and the Open Data Task Force

▪ Open Data Task Force: FPS BOSA DG DT + DAV/ASA

▪ Portal is “by-product” of full (meta)data export

▪ See also https://github.com/fedict/dcat

▪ “no wrong door” principle

▪ Forward questions to Regions/Cities if needed

https://github.com/fedict/dcat


Data stories



Statbel Junior



Statbel Junior (2)

▪ https://www.statbeljunior.be

▪ Belgian statistical office (#Statbel_nl)

▪ Based on open data statistics

▪ https://statbel.fgov.be

▪ Focus group: children 8 – 12 year + school teachers

▪ Explain some basics about statistics

https://www.statbeljunior.be/
https://statbel.fgov.be/


Municipality in numbers



Open Aid

▪ Transparency on development cooperation

▪ Projects / funding

▪ https://openaid.be/en/stories

▪ Data on “International Aid Transparency Initiative”

▪ https://www.iatiregistry.org

https://openaid.be/en/stories
https://www.iatiregistry.org/


Terrascope



Terrascope (2)

▪ https://terrascope.be

▪ Belspo (Belgian Science Policy Office) + VITO

▪ Copernicus (Sentinel, PROBA-V) satellite data

▪ Vegetation,

▪ Showcase: https://www.hoegroenismijngemeente.be

▪ Registration required

▪ Workshops (ULB, KULeuven, UAntwerp): 

▪ https://terrascope.be/en/roadshows-data

https://terrascope.be/
https://www.hoegroenismijngemeente.be/


Biodiversity



Biodiversity (2)

▪ http://www.biodiversity.be

▪ Open data, open source tools + knowledge broker

▪ Data on Global Biodiversity Information Facility

▪ https://www.gbif.org

▪ More info in afternoon session

http://www.biodiversity.be/
https://www.gbif.org/


Things in motion



Smart Mobility Call

▪ https://www.smartmobilitybelgium.be/nederlands#/

projecten

▪ Mobility and Digital Agenda

▪ 4 million EUR for mobility / open data / visualization

▪ 15 projects selected, including:

▪ OpenKnowledge Be Intermodal Route Planner

▪ Crowd Counting (low-cost sensors, open API)

▪ Open Data Mobility Dashboard

▪ Open Velopark Platform (bicycle parkings)

https://www.smartmobilitybelgium.be/nederlands#/projecten


Railways

▪ NMBS/SNCB

▪ “public” data

▪ http://www.belgianrail.be/en/customer-

service/FAQ/public-data.aspx

▪ Infrabel:

▪ Data portal in the works

▪ End of March ?

http://www.belgianrail.be/en/customer-service/FAQ/public-data.aspx


Law and order



European Legislation Identifier (ELI)

▪ http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli

▪ EU encourages Member States to ID legislation

▪ In Be: 

▪ (2) URI for Laws, Decrees, …

▪ Document level only, no URI for specific article

http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli


Pending proposal: case law, sentences database ?

▪ http://www.dekamer.be/FLWB/PDF/54/3489/54K34

89004.pdf

▪ Public (anonymized) database of sentences

▪ Final vote and modalities still to be agreed upon

http://www.dekamer.be/FLWB/PDF/54/3489/54K3489004.pdf


Parliament: Questions and Answers

▪ Beta API (Swagger)

▪ http://data.dekamer.be/v0/api/index.html#/QRVA

▪ Visualization demo

▪ http://parlementairevragen.fgov.be

http://data.dekamer.be/v0/api/index.html#/QRVA
http://parlementairevragen.fgov.be/


Geo data



Geo.be portal



Some data sets

▪ Cadastral Parcels (download or WMS/WFS)

▪ https://financien.belgium.be/nl/particulieren/woning/ka

daster/kadastraal-plan

▪ Admin Vector, administrative boundaries

▪ https://www.geo.be/#!/catalog/details/fb1e2993-2020-

428c-9188-eb5f75e284b9?l=en



Health data



Data for Better Health

▪ http://dataforbetterhealth.be (#dataforbetterhealth)

▪ Hackathon anonymized “Doc PH”

▪ RIZIV/INAMI, Sciensano

▪ Data science community @DigitYser

▪ Medication in hospitals 2002 - 2018

▪ Code and pointers to data on github

▪ https://github.com/Sciensano-

Healthdata/dataforbetterhealth

▪ More datasets / hackathons later this year

http://dataforbetterhealth.be/
https://github.com/Sciensano-Healthdata/dataforbetterhealth


Medicines

▪ http://www.samportal.be

▪ Authentic Source Medicines

▪ RIZIV/INAMI, BCFI/CBIP, FPS Economy, Health, FAMHP, …

▪ Webservice for eHealth only

▪ But full XML downloads available as open data

http://www.samportal.be/


Authentic sources



Principle

▪ One trusted source

▪ Federal services are required to use them

▪ Register of authentic sources will be open data

▪ Does not mean that all authentic sources will be open



Example: BeST

▪ Belgian STreets and Addresses

▪ Combination of 3 regional authentic sources

▪ Addresses with postal code, geo-coordinates

▪ Services with SLA for administrations

▪ Data dumps will be available as open data

▪ Test files available



Improving data quality

▪ E.g. BeST: checking other sources and consistency

▪ Similar initiatives for Cadastral Parcels

▪ https://financien.belgium.be/nl/particulieren/woning/ka

daster/kadastraal-plan/kwaliteitsverbetering

▪ … and Crossroad Bank Enterprises

▪ https://economie.fgov.be/en/themes/enterprises/crossr

oads-bank-enterprises/data-quality

https://financien.belgium.be/nl/particulieren/woning/kadaster/kadastraal-plan/kwaliteitsverbetering
https://economie.fgov.be/en/themes/enterprises/crossroads-bank-enterprises/data-quality


Other activities



Linked Data

▪ Participate in (meta)data exchange working groups

▪ OSLO2 InformatieVlaanderen

▪ EU Core Vocabularies

▪ INSPIRE -> (Geo)DCAT-AP

▪ List of (re)usable taxonomies, SHACLs etc

▪ https://vocab.belgif.be

▪ Contributions to Eclipse RDF4J library

https://vocab.belgif.be/


Other contributions

▪ Sciensano (Belgian institute for Health) participated 

in OpenBelgium 2018

▪ NGI: track on open source and open geo data

▪ https://begeo2019.be/track-6

https://begeo2019.be/track-6


A few goodies

▪ “Smileys” (AFSCA/FAVV)

▪ Food hygiene of stores, restaurants …

▪ http://www.favv.be/smiley/nl

▪ How Global Navigation Satellite Systems works

▪ Royal Observatory of Belgium

▪ http://gnss.be/who.php

http://www.favv.be/smiley/nl
http://gnss.be/who.php


What we want from you !



We want to share

▪ Are you working on a thesis / paper on open data ?

▪ Did you create a stunning app / service ?

▪ Organizing an open data-driven event ?

▪ Let us know, so we can:

▪ Tweet and make some fuzz

▪ Link to your work

▪ Convince more administrations to open data



Questions ?



BOSA.be

@BartHanssens

https://data.gov.be

opendata@belgium.be

Thank you !


