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In general



Still 50+ shades of no

 List of reasons why not to open data

 Various authors (Gutteridge, Suijkerbuijk, Zijlstra…)

 http://philarcher.org/diary/2015/50shadesofno/

 Many of them based on fear…

 Quality of the data, misuse, …

 … even when the data is already published

 PDFs, websites, brochures …

http://philarcher.org/diary/2015/50shadesofno/


On the bright side

 Licenses

 “Comply or explain” becomes popular across govs

 Push for Creative Commons Zero

 Linked Open Data on the rise

 … especially for reuse by administrations

 Natural fit in a federal state with regions / communities



Open data = working together

 Open Data Taskforce

 Federal: ASA + BOSA DG DT (f.k.a. Fedict)

 Open Data Champions

 All levels

 Federal / regional / local, community experts…

 http://data.gov.be/nl/dcat-werkgroep

http://data.gov.be/nl/dcat-werkgroep


Federal state



Open data strategy

 Part of the Digital Agenda

 Strategic note

 Open by default / comply or explain

 Demand-driven => proactive

 Maximal reuse, minimal constraints

 http://www.digitalbelgium.be/sites/default/files/content/

NLStrategisch_dossier.pdf

http://www.digitalbelgium.be/sites/default/files/content/NLStrategisch_dossier.pdf


Some interesting datasets

 Food safety “Smileys” (FASFC)

 http://www.favv.be/smiley/nl/

 Statistical sectors w/ geo coordinates (NGI / Statbel)

 http://statbel.fgov.be/nl/statistieken/opendata/datasets

/tools/big/SH_STAT_SECTORS.jsp

 Soon: geo coordinates administrative borders (NGI)

 http://www.ngi.be/NL/NL1-5-2.shtm

http://www.favv.be/smiley/nl/
http://statbel.fgov.be/nl/statistieken/opendata/datasets/tools/big/SH_STAT_SECTORS.jsp
http://www.ngi.be/NL/NL1-5-2.shtm


Some interesting datasets (login required)

 Biodiversity data

 http://www.gbif.org/country/BE/about/datasets

 CSV export Crossroad Bank Enterprises

 https://kbopub.economie.fgov.be/kbo-open-data

http://www.gbif.org/country/BE/about/datasets
https://kbopub.economie.fgov.be/kbo-open-data


Contributions to community projects

 EU DCAT-AP guidelines / best practices

 https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/asset/dcat-

ap_implementation_guidelines/description

 Patches for (Java) LinkedDataFragments

 Contributions to Apache Jena

 DCAT, VOID, ORG, ROV, (VCARD4) vocabularies

 Contributions to Eclipse RDF4J

 Same vocabularies + documentation

https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/asset/dcat-ap_implementation_guidelines/description


Linked Open Data pilots

 NIS-codes / list of municipalities (with Statbel)

 Geo coordinates to be added

 To be published as SKOS (w/ VoID), maybe XKOS

 Triple Pattern Fragment

 Catalog of G2C / G2B services (with Regions)

 JoinUp.eu “Core Vocabulary” CPSV-AP 2.0

 Internal stuff



Law, decrees and licenses

 Transposition EU Public Sector Information Directive

 http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/wet/2016/05/04/20

16009236/justel

 Royal Decrees soon to be published

 Comply or explain

 (tbc) Creative Commons Zero (CC0)

 (tbc) Creative Commons Attribution (CC-BY)

 (tbc) specific license

http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/wet/2016/05/04/2016009236/justel


Contact

 opendata@belgium.be

 http://data.gov.be/contact

mailto:opendata@belgium.be
http://data.gov.be/contact


Open Data in Flanders



https://overheid.vlaanderen.be/opendata



Going strong

 Since 2012

 Flemish Government Agreements

 Open Data Framework, Manual and URI Strategy

 https://overheid.vlaanderen.be/open-data-handleiding

 Open Data Day, Round Tables and competition

 European projects – Share-PSI

 Linked open data

https://overheid.vlaanderen.be/open-data-handleiding


Round Table Mobility

https://vimeo.com/169265228

https://vimeo.com/169265228
https://vimeo.com/169265228


Decree and licenses

 Transposition of EU PSI Directive

 https://overheid.vlaanderen.be/omzetting-psi-richtlijn

 Data between administrations to be shared for free

 Comply or explain

 Creative Commons Zero (CC0)

 Model license, free

 Model license, marginal costs (criteria exist)

https://overheid.vlaanderen.be/omzetting-psi-richtlijn


Open data contact Flemish Region

 @opendataforum_

 noel.vanherreweghe@bz.vlaanderen.be

 https://overheid.vlaanderen.be/opendata

mailto:noel.vanherreweghe@bz.vlaanderen.be
https://overheid.vlaanderen.be/opendata


Open Data in the Brussels-Capital Region



Open Data and Smart City



Open Data portal Brussels-Capital Region

http://opendatastore.brussels

http://opendatastore.brussels/


Open Data approach public sector

Make an

inventory

Make it
findable

Publish Promote

 Make an inventory

 List all datasets, evaluate openness

 Make datasets findable

 Document datasets

 Publish datasets

 Make data available in open formats

 Promote open data

 Communicate, inform, organize events, ...



Ordonnance and licenses

 Transposition of EU PSI Directive

 http://be.brussels/files-fr/a-propos-de-la-

region/mrbc/ordonnance-27_10_2016

 Open by default

 Ministerial Decree to define a set of licenses

 Creative Commons Zero (CC0)

 Creative Commons Share-Alike (CC BY-SA)

 License (with a fee)

http://be.brussels/files-fr/a-propos-de-la-region/mrbc/ordonnance-27_10_2016


Linked Data

 2016: Study

 2017: PoC Linked Data



Open data contact Brussels-Capital Region

 @CIRB_CIBG

 http://opendatastore.brussels

 ythomas@cirb.brussel

http://opendatastore.brussels/
mailto:ythomas@cirb.brussel


Open Data in the Walloon Region



Vision

Making Wallonia a connected and smart territory,

where digital companies are recognized as global 

leaders and drivers of a successful industrial 

transformation, and where digital innovation works for 

high quality education, open public services and the 

well-being of citizens.

https://vimeo.com/155558326

https://vimeo.com/155558326


Development axes

Accelerate the digitalization and the openness

of the public services:

 3.1.1. Develop the digital expertise of public sector 

employees.

 3.1.2. Develop the culture of data and implement a 

strategy to open public data.

 3.1.3. Develop a digital administration with high added 

value, focused on customer’s uses and services



Actions already engaged

 Open Data

 Datasets coming from different levels of public services, 

with significant inputs from the geoportal and IWEPS.

 Public Innovation

 Hackathon “Citizens of Wallonia” (smart cities) aims to 

support and enhance projects developing applications, 

services or interactive data visualization, reusing or 

facilitating the reuse of public data. 

http://www.digitalwallonia.be/citizens-of-wallonia

http://www.digitalwallonia.be/citizens-of-wallonia


Digital issues



Momentum for a Smart Region



Decree and licenses

 Transposition of EU PSI Directive

 http://www.digitalwallonia.be/decret-open-data

 Walloon Region + French Community

 Licenses

 To be aligned / developped with federal licenses

http://www.digitalwallonia.be/decret-open-data


Open data contact Walloon Region

 @digitalwallonia

 http://data.digitalwallonia.be

 stephane.vince@adn.aei.be

 pascal.poty@adn.aei.be

http://data.digitalwallonia.be/
mailto:stephane.vince@adn.aei.be
mailto:pascal.poty@adn.aei.be


Cities



Cities

 Antwerp: http://opendata.antwerpen.be

 Brussels: https://opendata.brussels.be

 Ghent: https://data.stad.gent

 Kortrijk: http://www.kortrijk.be/opendata

 Namur (via DigitalWallonia)

 Ostend: https://www.oostende.be/opendata.aspx

http://opendata.antwerpen.be/
https://opendata.brussels.be/
https://data.stad.gent/
http://www.kortrijk.be/opendata
https://www.oostende.be/opendata.aspx


Open data portals



Federal data portal

 http://data.gov.be

 All metadata available on GitHub (DCAT-AP)

 Harvesting federal and regional metadata

 FPS Mobility, StatBel, Planning Bureau…

 City portals (Ostend, Ghent,  Antwerp, Brussels)

 BioDiversity (GBIF), International Aid (IATI)

 Tools and mappings on GitHub

 E.g. mappings between local and EU themes

http://data.gov.be/


Example flow: from geopunt.be…



Example flow: … via the Flemish portal 



Example flow: … the Belgian Federal portal



Example flow: … to the EU Open Data Portal
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@BartHanssens

opendata@belgium.be

THANK YOU


